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Help Needed to Find Locations for 
ESOL Small Classes 

  
Reduce ESOL Student Waiting List of 100! 
  
"Traditionally the Literacy Council has provided one-on-one tutoring to 
its ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) students.  But 
the demand for ESOL instruction in Buncombe County far, far 
exceeds our ability to keep up," ESOL Program Coordinator Erin 
Sebelius laments.  "One of my approaches is to serve more by 
serving more than one student at a time!  A good way to do that is to 
launch small classes for our ESOL students.  We're making great 
strides in adding classes to our program, but it's not as easy as you 
might think." 
  
The Literacy Council has about 250 ESOL students and a waiting list 
of nearly 100.  Many of these students receive individual tutoring in 
speaking, reading, and writing English.  But so many more could be 
served in small class settings.  "We have the volunteer tutors.  We 
have the students.  We have the methods.  What we need are host 
facilities!" says Erin. 
  
Currently 19 group classes - ranging in size from four to ten ESOL 
students - are hosted at different locations around Asheville.  Host 
locations include St. Eugene Catholic Church, Lutheran Church of the 
Nativity, St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church, YWCA, and YMCA. 
  

 
  
"But I need more.  I'm looking for community partners who will provide 
space where Literacy Council tutors can meet for ESOL classroom 
instruction," explains Erin.  "We have a $10,000 grant from Dollar 
General to expand community classes and it's important that we 
meet the grant objectives for ten new classes.  We also have a grant 
from the YMCA to provide ESOL classes to parents of at-risk kids 
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St. Eugene Catholic 
Church Embraces 
ESOL Classes 

St. Eugene, one of several 
locations where the LIteracy 
Council offers ESOL classes, 
has been a partner for three 
years.  Today, St. Eugene 
hosts 7 small classes using 
Literacy Council volunteer 
tutors.  
  
"When we started classes at 
St. Eugene, it made a 
statement of our commitment 
to our Latino members.  We 
began with over 40 students, 
and each time we give the 
placement test, we are 
swamped with new 
prospective students.  They 
have completely 
disproved the 'laziness myth' 
when it comes to learning 
English. 
  
"Personally, I am blessed by 
my ESOL students.  They 
have become my friends and 
I am surrogate grandma to 
their adorable children.  Four 
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who are participating in the Y's after school enrichment program.  To 
support this partnership, we began providing ESOL classes to 
parents at Enka and Erwin Middle Schools in January." 
  
"In addition to the YMCA program, we have other new partnerships 
with schools this year that I'm really excited about," Erin continues.  
"Starting in March, we'll offer ESOL classes to parents at Erwin High, 
T.C. Roberson High, and Vance Elementary.  Thanks to a partnership 
with International Link, the Vance class will include childcare and 
homework help." 
  
"But even though schools are ideal locations, it isn't always easy," 
according to Erin.  "Just getting invited in to discuss ESOL needs 
and tell our story of how we can help is difficult.  Often it begins as a 
grassroots effort.  A very committed teacher will see the need and 
reach out to us.  That teacher then becomes an advocate with the 
school principal and gets the Okay.  It's really a quadruple win!"  
  
The parents win.  The school is in their neighborhood and convenient.  
The facilities are excellent.  And the parents are anxious to improve 
their literacy skills so that they can help their children in school. 
  
The students win.  Immigrant students have a steeper learning curve 
and will usually do much better in school when their parents are 
active in the education process. 
  
The schools win.  They are dying for parental involvement, particularly 
with immigrant communities who don't typically get involved because 
of language barriers.  The host school likes the idea of the Literacy 
Council providing the trained volunteers, text books, program 
guidance and support, and "doing it right." 
  
The Literacy Council wins.  We can serve more people in the 
community and reduce our ESOL waiting list.  It's a more productive 
and efficient use of our scarce internal resources to train volunteers 
and to manage the scheduling and logistics around classroom 
instruction.  Language acquisition and the ESOL curriculum lend 
themselves very well to classroom learning.  
  

How You Can Help.  Be an advocate to help 
find suitable facilities in Buncombe County 
where the Literacy Council can hold small 
ESOL classes.  If you're a teacher, talk with 
your school principal.  If you're a church 
member, talk with your pastor.  Does your 
neighborhood association or non-profit 
organization have access to a clubhouse or 
meeting center that we could use?  Business 

leaders - is there available space at your offices? 
  
"Open your heart and help open the doors," Erin appeals.  "The 
Literacy Council can take it from there." 
  
For more information, please contact Erin Sebelius, ESOL 
Coordinator, at 828-254-3442, ext. 201 or by email 
at esol@litcouncil.com. 

A Volunteer Spells Tutoring:  
P-A-R-T-N-E-R-S-H-I-P! 
  
The first things you notice 
about Jennifer Brewer are her 
infectious smile and the spring 
in her step.  You think, "She'd 
be lots of fun to work with."  
Then she starts talking about 
her volunteer work at the 
Literacy Council and you go, 
"Wow!  How'd you get so 
smart?"  Jennifer is the perfect 
combination of friendly, open-
minded, practical, and no 
nonsense. 
  
Jennifer began tutoring last 
summer when she had extra 
time on her hands while 

of my students come an 
additional night a week with 
their Ninos (kids) for lessons 
and socializing.  The children 
are beginning to speak 
English, too.  The boys even 
kept me shoveled out during 
the snow!  My students are a 
window on the world!" 
  

 Connie Mitchell 
ESOL Volunteer Tutor 

Focus on 
Volunteers 

Jennifer Brewer 

  
Jennifer Brewer, Community 
Relations Coordinator at 
Earth Fare and a tutor since 
June 2009, shares the 
challenges and the rewards 
of her volunteer experience 
working with a student who 
has become a role model for 
others.  Read Jennifer's story 
in this eNews issue:  A 
Volunteer Spells Tutoring: 
P-A-R-T-N-E-R-S-H-I-P 

Literacy Council 
Announces New 
Development 
Director   

 

In January 2010 Ashley 
Vandewart joined the Literacy 
Council staff as Development 
Director.  Ashley is 
responsible for fundraising 
through individual and 
corporate gifts, and brings 
knowledge of development 
practices from her work and 
volunteer experiences at 
several local non-profits.  
  
An Asheville native, Ashley 
has a deep love for Western 
North Carolina.  She wants 
Buncombe County residents to 
have the same fulfilling 
community experience that 
she grew up with, so she 
chose a career in non-profit 
development. 
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looking for a full time job.  She 
saw a LItCouncil ad recruiting volunteers to tutor non-readers.  
Jennifer had all the usual questions:  Who is this person that I'll 
tutor?  Where will we meet?  And can I do this?  "The ad mentioned 
that the Literacy Council would train the tutors," Jennifer says.  
"That's what really got me started.  The training answered all my 
questions and helped calm my fears about how to be a good tutor."  
  
Jennifer's student, James, declined to be interviewed - but wants his 
story told nevertheless.  And Jennifer is more than delighted to 
oblige.  She glows with pride when she recalls how much progress 
James has made.  In fact - how much they both have grown and how 
deep their friendship and appreciation of each other has become.  
  
James is a smart and engaging man in his 40's who owned his own 
home repair business before getting tangled up with drugs.  He served 
his time in prison and was released to a half-way house.  Going 
through rehab required James to admit his addiction - but it also 
meant that he had to admit that he couldn't read. 
  
Although he graduated from high school, his teachers never helped 
him address a reading disability.  James cleverly negotiated 
alternative projects with his teachers in lieu of completing reading or 
writing assignments.  At the half-way house, the residents meet 
regularly and are required to read out loud from a recovery book.  
When James couldn't fake his reading ability any longer, he decided 
to contact the Literacy Council.  
  
Working with Jennifer, James has progressed from a reading level 3 
to a level 8 in just six months!  He is now concentrating on spelling 
and sight reading.  And today he enjoys reading just for pleasure on 
his own.  James' goal is to enter AB Technical College and get a 
degree in Social Work.  
  
But the value and lasting benefits of the tutoring sessions, as both 
James and Jennifer discovered, extend far beyond reading. 
  
Jennifer and James hold their tutoring sessions in the café at Earth 
Fare where Jennifer works as Community Relations Coordinator.  
James likes to come early and hang around for a bit after their 
session to socialize with the Earth Fare employees.  Earth Fare has 
become a safe place where James can reinvent himself and develop 
his social skills.  At Earth Fare, James doesn't have a history.  He 
isn't an addict or a felon or a non-reader.  Earth Fare is a place where 
everybody knows him as just "James - a good guy and a friend." 
  
James is now employed as House Manager at the half-way house.  
His job and new responsibilities have added the dimension of life-
skills coaching to tutoring sessions.  He and Jennifer begin each 
session with talk about "what's going on."  These conversations 
address day-to-day concerns like interpersonal skills, being a leader 
among people who used to be peers, managing anger, 
communicating, and setting aside personal time for oneself.    
  
Jennifer and James - tutor and student - demonstrate a true 
partnership.  Their friendship has grown strong through honest and 
open dialog, mutual respect, and sharing life's everyday problems and 
successes. 
  
The Golden Nugget:  Tears come to her eyes when Jennifer 
describes her "ah ha" moment - when she realizes that she has 
conquered her personal fears of being a good tutor and connecting 
with a complete stranger. 
  
"I know it sounds trite, but I get back so much more than I give," says 
Jennifer.  "The hardest part for me has been making my time as a 
tutor a priority - not letting my work schedule interfere with tutoring.  
I've also discovered that learning has to be honest and 
straightforward.   
  
"I've learned not to let my student - or myself - hide in the past or 
ignore fears and misplaced attitudes.  It's easy to pretend these 
things [broken lives and personal hardship] aren't happening.  But 
these are real people who want to do better.  I love giving my time to 
my dear friend James." 

20th Annual Spelling Bee Is Coming May 27 

  

Dust off your dictionary and register your spelling team 
today. 
  
The Literacy Council of Buncombe County will hold its annual 
Spelling Bee on May 27, 2010, 7:00 p.m., at AB Technical College 
Ferguson Auditorium.  Team recruitment begins the first week of 

  
Prior to joining the Literacy 
Council, Ashley worked as 
Development Director for Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of WNC 
and as Development Director 
for Wild South.  She has 
served on the board of the 
Association of Fundraising 
Professionals of WNC and on 
the WNC Jewish Community 
Center's fundraising 
committee. She volunteers for 
the National Multiple Sclerosis 
Society and participates in 
MANNA FoodBank's Plant-A-
Row program. 
  
Ashley is a graduate of the 
University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, with a degree in 
Journalism and Mass 
Communication and a minor in 
Women's Studies.  She enjoys 
outdoor activities as well as 
traveling, cooking, and 
crafting.  Ashley's rescued 
dog, Chloe, joins her in nearly 
all of her free-time activities. 
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Questions? Comments? 
Contact us 

by phone 828-254-3442 
or email 

literacybc@litcouncil.com 

Visit our Website at 
www.litcouncil.com 
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March and the public is invited to come cheer for their favorite 
spellers. 
  
Three adult spellers comprise each Spelling Bee Team and fifteen 
teams participate.  The great mix of people, personalities, and 
competitive spirit make this a fun event!  Teams are sponsored by 
local businesses, non-profits, community associations, colleges, 
book clubs, and friends.  Givens Estates walked away as the winning 
team in 2009 and Asheville City Schools took the prize in 2008.  
  
The audience comes prepared to cheer their team to victory with 
hats, horns, placards, and lots of noise.  A few jokes and lots of 
laughter quell the spellers' nerves over some pretty serious words. 
  
The team entry fee is $75.00.  Audience participants are asked to 
contribute $5.00 at the door - or non-perishable food items of equal 
value.  The Literacy Council will give all food donations to MANNA 
Food Bank in a spirit of partnership and service to meet the needs in 
our community. 
  
A Spirit Box, designated for each Spelling Bee Team, encourages the 
audience to make additional contributions to the Literacy Council in 
honor of their favorite team.  A prize is awarded to the team with the 
most Spirit Box contributions. 
  
The audience also enjoys more fun with drawings for door prizes - 
maybe a hand knit sweater, a gift basket, or a restaurant gift 
certificate.  And each member of the winning Spelling Bee Team goes 
home with a prize and the thrill of spelling their way to 
v-i-c-t-o-r-y for the cause of reading.  
  
For more information about Spelling Bee Teams, please contact 
Amanda Edwards at 828-254-3442, ext. 206, or by email 
at amanda@litcouncil.com. 

The Literacy Council of Buncombe County 
31 College Place, Suite B-221 

Asheville, NC 28801 
 828-254-3442 

Email Marketing by 

http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs014/1101895206248/archive/1103082838988.html Page 4 / 4

mailto:amanda@litcouncil.com
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=TEM_News_112
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=TEM_News_112

